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THE NMGRO ON BOTH SIDES THE ATLANTIC:

Wilber-
force's last
speech in
public.

The

Abolition

Bill.

PAST IV. unconditional Abolition. William Wilberforce, who had for five
1824-41. years retired from public life, came forth from his retirement to
Chap. 28. ^Q foe GiasjXj an(J with enfeebled frame and weakened voice
delivered a most impressive address.* Brougham, Lushington,
^' ^' Macaulay, Buxton, Lords Calthorpe and Milton, Daniel
Wilson, and others spoke; and the gist of the string of resolutions
was that every effort was to be made to ensure "the early
and universal Extinction of Slavery in all the Possessions of- the
British Crown."

Three more years, however, elapsed; and it is needless here
to detail Buxton's exertions in Parliament in the face of both
open opposition and half-hearted support. The thrilling story of
them is given in full in his Life. At length, on May 14th, 1833,
Mr. Stanley, t who had succeeded Lord Goderich as Colonial
Secretary in the Whig Ministry, introduced the Government
Bill, proposing the abolition of Slavery throughout the British
dominions, but a temporary apprenticeship of the slaves to their
existing masters, as a transition measure, and a vote of twenty
millions sterling as compensation for the loss of property. The
Bill passed on August 28th. Wilberforce did not see that day ;
but he lived to know the Bill was safe. "The Moses of
the African Israelites," as Colquhoun observes, was spared to
witness the children of his watchful oversight just stepping
into their promised land.J He entered into rest on July 29th,
exclaiming with fervour on his dying bed, " Thank God that
I skould have lived to witness a day in which England is
willing to give twenty millions sterling for the Abolition of
Slavery! "

"The past year," said the C.M.S. Committee in their next
Annual Eeport, "will be ever memorable, in the history of this
Country, for the termination of an arduous and painful conflict
which, in various forms, has agitated the Councils of the Nation
during half a century. That Veteran Philanthropist of whose
death the Committee feel it is almost impossible for them to
speak, since all hearts feel toward his memory more than words
can utter, was permitted by Divine Providence to live just long
enough to witness the crowning of his labours, and, after a noble
warfare of fifty years, to close his eyes with peaceful triumph and
adoring wonder at the thought that he had lived to see the
day."

The speeches at the May Meeting&that year, 1834, are stirring

to read, even now; especially Buxton's at the Wesleyan Anni-

compensa- versary.    At the C.M.S. Meeting, Hugh Stowell dwelt on the

lihedave-  twenty millions Compensation.    " But where," he exclaimed, "is

owner, but the Compensation for the Slave ? "    His eloquent periods were

the slave ?      # Printed in the Missionary Register, July, 1830, p. 292; see also p. 216.

t -Afterwards the Earl of Derby, Leader of the Conservative Party and
Prime Minister.   He was then a Whig.
J Wilberforce and his Friends, p. 416.
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